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ADVERTISEMENT 


Every  year  witnesses  the  gradual  decay  or  the  total  destruction  of 
those  monuments  of  ancient  wealth  and  splendour,  and  those  curious  remains 
of  art,  which,  so  long  as  they  continue  to  exist,  are  the  documents  both 
of  general  and  local  history.  These  events  are  to  be  regretted,  especially 
as  the  lapse  of  such  evidences  often  sheds  an  obscurity  over  the  facts  and 
hypotheses,  which  they  were  well  calculated  to  illustrate. 

The  accidents  to  which  Collections  of  Drawings  and  Papers  kept  in  MS. 
are  liable,  have  also  proved  very  inauspicious  to  the  science  of  History  and 
Antiquities.  Of  these,  so  many  instances  are  recorded  in  the  “British 
Topography”  of  Mr.  Gough,  as  having  occurred  sometimes  during  the  lives  of 
those  by  whom  they  had  been  collected,  but  most  frequently  in  consequence 
of  their  death,  that  the  perusal  of  his  volumes  can  hardly  fail  of  exciting  in 
the  mind  of  any  person  possessed  of  such  materials,  a  desire  to  place  beyond 
the  reach  of  accidental  destruction  or  dispersion,  some  part,  at  least,  of 
what  has  been  obtained  by  means  of  considerable  labour  and  expense. 

That  the  County  of  Bedford  should  never  yet  have  found  a  separate 
Historian,  and  that  so  little  should  hitherto  have  been  published  respecting 
it,  must  excite  surprise ;  especially  when  considered  with  reference  to  the 
number  and  interesting  character  of  the  remains  to  be  found  within  its 
narrow  limits,  their  general  high  state  of  preservation,  and  the  urbanity  and 
hospitality  invariably  evinced  towards  persons  actually  engaged  in  graphical 
pursuits  or  literary  inquiries. 

The  foregoing  considerations  have  been  thought  sufficient  to  justify  the 
publication  of  the  present  Work,  consisting  of  a  selection  (from  a  much 
larger  Collection  of  Drawings)  of  such  subjects  in  the  County  of  Bedford 
as  appeared  most  interesting,  either  for  their  architectural  beauty,  sin¬ 
gularity,  antiquity,  or  connection  with  the  respectable  Families  which  have 
formerly  flourished,  or  are  at  present  established,  in  that  County. 

The  Drawings  were  originally  made  with  a  particular  view  to  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  antiquities,  rather  than  with  any  intention  to  display  the 
scenery,  of  the  County  ;  the  subjects  now  selected  for  publication  are,  for 
the  most  part,  inedited,  and  the  different  styles  of  etching  or  engraving 
employed  have  been  chosen  as  they  appeared  best  adapted  to  promote  the 
chief  object  held  in  view — accuracy  of  representation. 
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